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at once assaulted, and in loss than ten minutes car- CHAE XXVL
ried. Panic and confusion then seized tlie masses
within the works, and great slaughter followed Sir
Archibald Campbell's column pushing rapidly for-
ward in the roar, met the flying masses endeavour-
ing to cross the river, and opening the horse artillery
upon them, did dreadful execution. Among those
who fell within the works was the aged commander,
Maha Nemiou, who, under tho burden of seventy-
five years, had been carried in a litter from point to
point, to endeavour by his presence and encourage-
ment to HUHtain the energy of his men.*
On the 2nd of December the British, force was again A, D.
in motion*   The object of attack was tho enemy's
centre, which was strongly entrenched amid hills inao
* Major Snoclgrass relates that on this occasion the Burmese
were aided by some extraordinary auxiliaries. " Iix addition/'
says he, " to a numerous list of chobwas and petty princes, these
leaders were accompanied by three young and handsome women
of high rank, who were believed, by their superstitious countrymen
[the Shans] to be endowed not only with the gift of prophecy and
foreknowledge, but to possess the miraculous power of turning
aside the balls of the English, rendering them wholly innocent
or harmless, These amaxons, dressed in -warlike costume, rode
constantly among the troops, inspiring them with courage and
ardent wishes for an early meeting with their foe." The superna-
tur$ of these females was, however, inadequate even to their own,
protection. One of them was found mortally wounded by a
bullet in the breast, and carried to a hut In the rear, where
she soon expired. While another was crossing the Nawine river
with part of her flying followers, a shrapnell exploded over her
head and she fell from her horse into the water, but whether she
was killed, or that her fall was the result of alarm, could not be
ascertained, as she was immediately carried off by her fol*
lowers